
Our vision for 
Louisiana House

To shape the future
for Louisiana living

Home & Landscape Resource CenterHome & Landscape Resource Center



Public - Private Partnerships
• Key Partners (grants,contracts)

– La. DNR / U.S. DOE
– USDA CSREES / EPA / HUD
– La. OEP / FEMA

• Key Allies working together
– 12 LSU departments
– Building America Teams (Building 

Science Corp & FSEC)

• Key Contributors
gifts & in-kind donations from:
– Entergy La.,  P. Manship
– La. Home Builders Assoc.
– Roy O Martin Lumber, Borate-Treated 

Wood Alliance
– 80 + donors



LaHouse Master Site 
Plan



Blending of LaHouse criteria 
with local style criteria



Criteria for House & Grounds
Resource Efficient

energy efficiency
water conservation
waste management
pollution prevention

Durable
wind & flood resistance
pest resistance
decay & mold resistance
hail & fire resistance

Healthy
indoor air quality
IPM
universal design

Practical
marketable
cost-effective, available

Convenient
functional
low-maintenance
information technology



Then 
came 

Katrina 
and Rita



and new 
meaning 

and 
focus…

Rebuild
Stronger, Safer, Smarter

educational outreach and training
initative



Plan of ActionPlan of Action
• Wind and Flood Code Trainings 

– ICC, IBHS, FEMA, LHBA, NAHB, Solutia…

• Best Building Practices for the Gulf Region

– Tour of 6 La. cities in April-May by Joseph 
Lstiburek – & new localized materials

• Multi-agency Collaborations
• Certificate Program w/ incentives

• Research Info conduit & “filter”

• Consumer educational campaign
• Mass media



Open 
House 
Fridays

9:00 - 4:30

in response to 
Katrina and Rita 



Consumer 
Education 

The key to
adding value

for high performance

Print and online 
consumer guides



A flood of 
media, public 
and agency 

interest



Four Fortified… building systems



Building SystemsBuilding Systems
• Showcase a range of good options
• Integrate and balance criteria
• House segments

– Improved 2X4, OVE, SIPS
– 3 foundation, attic, duct systems
– 2 HVAC systems

• Garage/teaching center 
– ICF, alternative HVAC & attic



Flood Protection
• Elevated house

– 3 raised foundation types
• Dry floodproofed

garage/classroom
– exterior waterproofing
– flood closures

• Wet Floodproofing
– elevated equipment, utilities
– water-resistant materials
– removable wainscoting on a 

drainable wall



Wind Resistance

• Roof design
• Rated roofings
• Structural sheathing
• Connectors for 

continuous load path 
from foundation to roof

• Window protections 
(10 types)

• Rated garage door

Demo Fortified for safer living guidelines



Low cost wood frame Safe Room (not FEMA 
standard) with separate framing and ceiling, 
pocket for sliding impact door – for hurricane 
and mild tornado resistance

LaHouse Safe Room
(MBR closet)



HealthyHealthy
• Integrated pest 

management

• Universal design

• Good indoor air 
quality



www.LouisianaHouse.org



As we shape our 
homes,

We shape our 
future.

www.LouisianaHouse.org

Katrina and Rita 
proved…
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