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Session Objectives

• Explore the national effort to reach 
consensus on multifamily energy ratings

• Debate technical issues related to rating 
low-rise multifamily buildings

• Appreciate the importance of incorporating 
the total energy loads into a multifamily 
rating



Presenters

• Richard Faesy
– Vermont Energy Investment Corporation
– HERS since 1986
– Northeast HERS Alliance, RNC Consulting

• Bruce Harley
– Conservation Services Group
– Technical Director, Residential Division
– Author of “Insulate and Weatherize”

• Don Swift
– MaGrann Associates
– HERS Supervisor
– Responsible for oversight of NJ field operations



Who is in the Audience?

• Raters of at least one rating of a 
low-rise (3 stories or less) 
multifamily building?

• Anyone with 4 stories or higher 
experience?

• What is interest in low-rise (3 
stories and less) vs. high-rise (4+ 
stories)?



Session Overview
• National Update

– History
– Experience in the Northeast
– New ENERGY STAR for MF Buildings Effort

• Technical Approach
– Unit-by-unit or whole building
– Sampling of units
– Blower door testing
– Mechanical systems

• Case Studies
– MA, NJ, VT

• Discussion and questions



National Update

• HERS Technical Standards have always 
allowed rating up to 3 story buildings

• EPA has permitted ENERGY STAR labeling 
of MF buildings up to 3 stories as part of 
HERS

• No national guidance on rating MF buildings
• Northeast HERS Alliance section on MF 

ratings
• RESNET MF standards submission deferred
• Four-plus story buildings (“high rise”) have 

become recent national focus



High Rise Multifamily

• 2001
– EPA realizes they have been labeling 4+ story buildings 

as “ENERGY STAR”
• MA, NJ, NY, VT, WI…
• CA, OH, others ask for permission (rather than 

forgiveness)
– $25k allocated to study issues by EPA

• Additional funds secured by MA utilities & EVT
• 2002

– RESNET and Affordable Comfort sessions on rating MF 
buildings

– EPA issues: “benchmarking” vs. modeling
– New EPA focus away from whole building



High Rise Multifamily

• Mid-2003
– EPA decides that only lighting and appliances to 

be considered in MF ENERGY STAR label
– ACEEE/CEE Market Transformation 

Symposium (DC) and New York MF Buildings 
Conference: EPA makes MF program 
announcements

• Complete dissatisfaction by practitioners
– CEE agrees to facilitate national dialogue to 

create ENERGY STAR for MF Buildings 
program for EPA



ENERGY STAR for 
Multifamily Buildings
• National committee of more than 50 people
• Five committees:

– Framework
– Technical Approach
– Testing and Verification
– Implementation
– National Administration

• Draft proposals under development
• Negotiations with EPA currently under way
• Contact: Stephanie Jones (sjones@cee1.org)



Bruce Harley

Multifamily Technical Approach



Arbor Gardens Apartments

Colchester, Vermont
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