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Overview

� Ratings Used for Code Compliance
�Vermont
�Other Northeast States

� Energy Code Compliance Rates
� Business Opportunities

�Training
�Exposure
�ENERGY STAR Homes Labeling
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Rating for Code Compliance

� Vermont
�82 points = Vermont Residential Energy Code

> Since 1998
> MEC 95 + 10%
> Builder self-certification

�“Certificate” completed for each new home
> Sticker on house
> Copy to town clerk for filing
> Copy to State Energy Office (Dept. of Public 

Service)
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VT RBES Certificate
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Ratings for Code Compliance

� ERH-Vermont Impacts:
�Completed label provided as part of rating 

package
> Builder still has to sign, file and apply

�Many builders participate in utility RNC 
programs just to get code compliance 
handled

> If they comply with Vermont ENERGY STAR 
Homes standards, rating is free (plus incentives)

> 600+ participants in 2001
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Ratings for Code Compliance

� Vermont con’t
�Some builders just order ratings for code 

compliance and don’t participate in VESH
�It works in VT because compliance is the 

builder’s responsibility, and they need our 
help

�Homes end up better when a rating is 
involved in the code process

�We can’t complain about the business
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Ratings for Code Compliance

� Other Northeast States
�Massachusetts: 83 = MEC ‘95 compliant

> Under-utilized
> Building code jurisdictions don’t want to loose 

code compliance revenue
• $500 - $600+
• Average time spent on energy code: <15 minutes
• Communities like the revenue

> Impacts of rating allowance on code: very little
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Ratings for Code Compliance

�New Jersey
> MEC ‘95 going into effect in July 2002
> Dept. of Community Affairs is open to allowing 

ratings for code compliance
• Currently developing NJ HBA, code official and utility 

support
• HERS providers would complete:

– HERS certificate
– Completed MEC checklist
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Ratings for Code Compliance

�NJ con’t:
> Anticipated impacts:

• Increased NJ ENERGY STAR Homes Program 
participation

– Rating is free and so would be MEC checklist
– Use code service contacts to sell builders up to 

ENERGY STAR
• However, need to better understand code official 

motivations and opportunities
• Stay tuned
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Code Compliance Rates

� Mass. BBRS Study
�200 new homes surveyed and tested
�Less than 1/2 complied with code
�Code officials think this is great
�Utilities, BBRS, CSG and NUP consultants 

don’t
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Code Compliance Rates

�Response:
> Working with code officials in at least 2 Mass. 

communities to:
• Improve compliance rates
• Use code involvement as stepping stone to ENERGY 

STAR Homes Program
• Expanding ways for other HERS providers to play a role
• However, outcome of this initiative is unclear given 

income to communities from existing system



12

Code Compliance Rates

� Vermont:
�200 new home baseline study/evaluation 

under way
�Looking at code compliance rates for:

> Builder self-certification vs.
> Energy ratings based
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Business Opportunities

� With a new/upgraded code come 
tremendous opportunities for HERS 
providers
�Training
�Exposure
�ENERGY STAR Homes Labeling
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Business Opportunities

� Training
�Vermont:

> Energy code in 1998 after none previously
> 4 DOE-funded workshops

• 3 hours
• Dinner
• Concern about lack of attendees

> Lumber yards, manufacturers and suppliers 
stepped in

> >800 builders trained in >dozen add’l workshops
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Business Opportunities

�Massachusetts:
> Energy code ramped up to MEC ‘95
> Enlisted supplier and lumber yard support for 

workshops

�New York:
> Upgraded energy code goes into effect in 2002
> Very successful industry-supported workshops 

under way
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Business Opportunities

� Code Training Content
�Use for builder education

> Code details/how to comply
> Building science
> Sell ENERGY STAR Labeled Homes Program

�Use as opportunity to establish expertise and 
presence of trainer/HERS provider
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Business Opportunities

� Lessons Learned:
1. Builders are willing to come to trainings

when the code changes
2. Manufacturers, suppliers, lumber yards and 

retailers are very willing to sponsor trainings 
knowing there will be a builder audience

3. These trainings are a great opportunity to 
train builders beyond code (building science 
and ENERGY STAR)
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Business Opportunities

� Lessons Learned con’t
4. Logical trainers are qualified HERS 

raters/trainers
5. EPA may be interested in supporting this 

approach in the future
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Business Opportunities

� Available Resources:
�Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnerships 

(NEEP) (Dave Abrey, Mike DeWein, etc.)
> PowerPoint Training
> Builder guidebook

• Customizable by state
• Each chapter has local code, building science and 

ENERGY STAR elements by building component

> Train the trainer

�NY builder training brochure (.ppt)
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NY Builder Training Brochure
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Business Opportunities

� Energy code changes provide great 
opportunities for:
�Training
�Integrating HERS into code compliance
�Selling HERS/ENERGY STAR Labeled Home 

services

� Keep trying new approaches and 
reporting back how they can work!


